Now, settle your RTI case long distance

Delhi to Bihar: Information body disposes of case via video-conferencing

Chetan Chauhan
New Delhi, May 21

THE JUDGE and the defen-
dants wens in two separate loca-
tions in Delhl; the petitioner
wasg In Begugarai in Bihar,
more than 1,100 km away

The court dismissed the
application after hearing all
the parties in person and see-
ing all relevant documents
almost in real time,

This unusual case under the
Right to Information (RTT) Act
— eonducted via video-confor-
encing — was disposed of by
Central Information Commiss
ioner {C1C) Waiahat Habibullah
on Monday

This was the first
instance of a court
(the Central Infor-
mation  Comm-
ission, the coun-
try's frangparency
watchdog, [s a
quast-udicial body)
anywhere in the
world hearing a
case and delivering
a verdict via video-
conferenicing.

Speaking to AT Habibullah
called it the best example of
paperiess legal proceedings.

“Any documents required by
me or by the respondent (the
Prime Minister's Office, or
PMO) werse immediately
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goanned and e
mailed; they were
on my computer
within seconds,
After hearing the
case, [ lssued my
oral order-from my
office.” he sald

The judgeand the
officials of the PMO,
against whom the
application  had
been filed, did got
have to move outof their offices.
All Gupta had to do was o (o
the Begusaral district collector's
office, a few km from his hoase,

“T'saved a minimum of Rs
2,000 (on travel to Delhi and
othér expeises),” Gupt told HT

For the record, Gupta had
sought 1o know the status of
his application for relief from
the Prime Minister's Relief
Fund under the RTT Act.

The entire procesdings toalk
place via A video-o m:lﬁ:i't'nc:msr
natwork sat up by the N

MNo other couhtry in the
world haz used this frjn'.l.]jt:.' s
we did," Habibullah said. “In
a ﬂm momths, citlzens m___l;v_
oig will have aceess

IEArtngs.”
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