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Gujarat to get 195 cr
for e-governance: Pilot

Minister Launched 3G Services Of BSNL In Six Towns Of State

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Vadodara: The Union government will
sanction Rs 195 crore to Gujarat to imple-
ment e-governance project in the state.
Union minister of state for communica-
tion and information technology Sachin
Pilot announced this here on Saturday.
During his visit to the city, Pilot
launched 3G services of Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Limited in six towns of Gujarat
and Diu and inaugurated 15 project ar-
row post offices across the state through
video conferencing from Vadodara.
“E-governance is UPA Government’s
central agenda for delivery of goods and
services to the doorsteps of people. For
this, the Department of IT is contribut-
ing Rs 91.50 crore for setting up state-
wide area network in Gujarat which will
reach down to the block level. Similarly,
an amount of Rs 55.04 crore would be
spent on setting up the state data centre.
Total 13,695 common service centres
(CSC) have already been set up in the
state under the national e-governance
programme. The expenditure envisaged
for CSC projectis Rs49 crore,” said Pilot.
Pilotlaunched 3G services in Porban-
dar, Diu, Gondal, Moti Khavdi, Panoli
GIDC, Vyara and Waghodiya from Va-

dodara through video conferencing in -

the presence of Union minister of state
for power Bharat Solanki and Union
minister of state for tribal affairs Dr
Tushar Chaudhary, who participated by
a video link from Bardoli. He also
launched 3G coverage on Ahmedabad-
Mumbai (up to Vapi) national and Ex-
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press highway. With this, BSNL's 3G ser-
vice is now available in 60 cities of Guja-
rat telecom circle. 3

The minister also announced that 3G
services will be launched in four more
towns including Khambhat, Sanghipu-
ram in Bhuj, Okha and Jetpur in Rajkot
by January 31, 2011.

During a review meeting with BSNL,
Department of Posts and Department of

Information Technology officials, the
minister said incentive linked market-
ing push is necessary to increase broad-
band penetration. “Broadband services
would also be delivered to rural areas
through WiMAX technology which en-
ables high speed wireless internet.
Around 352 rural WiMAX base stations
are planned in Gujarat telecom circle
duringthisfinancial year,” he said.
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